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Cats - Our Curious and Fluffy Pets

Cats are small animals with four legs, a tail and soft fur and people often keep them as pets.

Counting more than half a billion individuals and over 70 different breeds, cats are the world's
most popular pets. Even though they are curious animals who like to explore and hunt, cats
are also a truly social species.

Cats have an impressive "family." Lions, tigers, cheetahs and many others are his biological
cousins.  They  are  usually  very  skilled  hunters  with  flexible,  muscular  bodies  and  highly
developed senses.

Their night vision is especially good. The ears are large, and very sensitive to high-frequency
sounds. Cats' whiskers are not just for show. They serve to help cats move in the dark and
detect objects. They also possess a highly developed sense of smell,  and a very useful
sharp set of teeth! 

Cats are able to land on their feet after a fall. This is a beautiful ability which combines both
vision and a sense of balance. While this is hard to notice in a closed environment, cats can
actually run up to 30 miles per hour. They can also jump seven times their height.

They can be a graceful companion. Humans and cats have lived together for thousands of
years, from the ancient Egyptians up to this day and age. They communicate with humans
through mewing, purring or sometimes grunting to show their needs and wishes.

Cats like to sleep! Actually, they sleep more than most animals – usually 12-16 hours a day.
They also like to play. Now, this is especially true for kittens (young cats). By the way, kittens
are usually born after about 66 days of pregnancy, three to five kittens in a single birth.

Although  there  is  a  common  perception  that  cats  love  milk,  most  of  them  are  lactose
intolerant and should not drink cow's milk. They also like touching each other noses which in
cat language means greeting, like when humans shake hands.
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1. Read these sentences and write if they are TRUE or FALSE according to the text. (3 
marks) 

a. Not many people have cats as pets. ______________

b. Cats can run fast and jump very high. ______________

c. Cats spend a lot of time sleeping.  ______________

d. Cats touch humans’ noses to communicate. ______________

2. Answer the following questions with information from the text. WRITE FULL 
SENTECES (2 marks)

a. What makes cats good hunters?

b. Why can cats move easily at night?

3. Match the words from the text with their definition or synonym. (1 mark)

1. Soft ________ a. absolutely, really

2. Truly ________ b. move with short and quick movements

3. Single  ________ c. not rough, smooth and pleasing to the touch

4. Intolerant ________ d. unable to eat or drink something because of sickness

5. Shake ________ e. unique, one only 

4. Circle the correct answer. (1 mark) 

1. ……………. any milk, we need to buy some. 

a. There aren’t b. There isn’t c.  They aren’t

2. Tigers can weigh up to 300 kg and they are the world’s ……………. cat species. 

a. bigest  b. most big c. biggest

3. ………………. is Susan coming back from Egypt? Next week.

a. When b. Where c. Why

4. My sister didn’t cook vegetables for dinner, she …………. an omelette.

a. makes b. made c. maked. 

5. There’s a cat sleeping …………… the sofa. 

a. in  b.  for c. on



5. Writing: “Which animals (apart from cats) do you think make the best pets?”

Give reasons and detailed information. Write 60 to 75 words. (3 marks)

Don’t forget to organize your writing into paragraphs.



INSTRUCCIONES DE APLICACIÓN Y MATERIALES PERMITIDOS

El examen se califica sobre un total de 10 puntos. La puntuación parcial de cada una de las
preguntas figura ente paréntesis al lado del cada enunciado.

Pregunta 1

La respuesta correcta consiste en indicar si la afirmación es TRUE o FALSE. Se otorgará
0,75 puntos a cada respuesta correcta. Al tratarse de una prueba de inglés, NO se admiten
respuestas en castellano Verdadero/Falso, ni sus abreviaturas V/F.

Pregunta 2

La respuesta  correcta  consiste  en reproducir  toda la  información  relevante  relativa  a  la
pregunta que aparece en el texto con frases completas, gramaticalmente coherentes y con
los cambios pertinentes en pronombres u otros elementos que lo necesitaran para adaptar la
respuesta. Se otorgará un punto a cada respuesta correcta y se penalizarán con 0,5 las
respuestas incompletas y con 0,75 las excesivamente breves.

Pregunta 3

A cada respuesta correcta se le otorgarán 0,20 puntos. No puntuarán las respuestas que
incluyan varias opciones como posibles respuestas,  aunque entre  ellas se encuentre  la
correcta.

Pregunta 4

A cada respuesta correcta se le otorgarán 0,20 puntos. No puntuarán las respuestas que
incluyan varias opciones como posibles respuestas,  aunque entre  ellas se encuentre  la
correcta.

Pregunta 5

Se observará que el aspirante se atenga en su escrito al tema propuesto y a la extensión
solicitada.  Se  valorará  su  capacidad  comunicativa  en  inglés,  el  uso  correcto  de  las
estructuras gramaticales (se penalizarán los errores ortográficos y la falta de coherencia
sintáctica),  el vocabulario adecuado y el  orden y coherencia en la exposición, el  uso de
párrafos, la puntuación y la creatividad. Se podrá penalizar la falta de orden y limpieza con
hasta 1 punto.


