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GIBRALTAR 

Gibraltar is a British territory located at the southern tip of the Iberian Peninsula. The 30,000 

inhabitants who live at the foot of "the Rock" are citizens of Great Britain, even though the 

Spanish have wanted the area back for over 300 years. 

In 1704 the British and Dutch navy captured Gibraltar. A few years later the British took control 

of the area. It has served as a military base since then. The territory's citizens have been called 

to decide on their future twice in the last 50 years. In both referendums they overwhelmingly 

voted to stay British. Today, Gibraltar governs itself, but many issues are the responsibility of 

the British Crown. 

Gibraltar has been very important throughout very important events in history. It has always 

been of vital strategic importance because whoever controls Gibraltar controls the entrance to 

the Mediterranean Sea. During World War II its people left the land and the colony was turned 

into a fortress.  

In the second half of the 20th century the relationship between Spain and Britain deteriorated 

and for a short time the border between Spain and Gibraltar was closed. 

When Spain joined the EU in 1986 relationships started to become normal again. 

The Rock of Gibraltar is the country's only landmark. Thousands of tourists come to visit the 

Rock every year. A cable car brings you to the top of the mountain, from where you get a 

breathtaking view of the Strait of Gibraltar and see as far as the African coast, only a few miles 

away. The Rock of Gibraltar has also become a nature reserve, most animals and plants are 



 

 

protected by law. Apart from migrating birds that visit Gibraltar, it is famous for its small mon-

keys, or rock apes that live there. 

Gibraltar's economy focuses on trade, shipping and tourism. In the past years it has become 

an important place for online gaming services because of low taxes. Gibraltar also attracts 

cruise ships, which stop over for a day trip. 
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1. Are these sentences true or false according to the text? Please write 

“TRUE” or “FALSE” next to each sentence and justify your answers by QUOTING THE 

RELEVANT INFORMATION FROM THE TEXT: (2 marks). 

a. People from Gibraltar voted to continue being part of Great Britain. 

 

 

 

b. The Spain / Gibraltar border has always been open. 

 

 

 

2. Answer the following questions with information from the text, but USING YOUR OWN 

WORDS: (2 marks) 

a. Why has Gibraltar been important in history? 

 

 

 

b. What can tourists do or see when they visit the Rock of Gibraltar? 
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3. Match up the words from the text with their synonyms or definitions. 

Write the letters on the spaces provided: (1,5 marks)  

1. citizens (line 2) _____ a) amazing, beautiful 

2. deteriorated (line 13) ____ b) became a member of  

3. joined (line 14) _____  c) became weaker or worse 

4. breathtaking (line 17) ____ d) help or work that a company gives you 

5. trade (line 21) _____  e) people who live in a city/country and have rights there 

6. services (line 22) _____ f) to buy and sell things 

 
4. Choose the correct answer: (1,5 marks)  

1. ____________ the Rock of Gibraltar before?.  

a) Have you visited  c) Did you have visited 

b) Did you visited  d) Do you visited 

 
2. Because of the fog, the planes ___________ take off. It was impossible. 

a) mustn’t b) don’t have to c) needn’t  d) couldn’t 

 
3. The sea conditions were so bad that many ship cruises _________ to leave the shore.  

a) didn’t allowed   c) hadn´t allowed 

b) weren’t allowed  d) haven’t allowed 

 
4. Many online gaming services settle down in Gibraltar ________ low taxes. 

a) since   b) however  c) due to  d) although 

 
5. There is a cable car  _________ brings you to the top of the mountain. 

a) whose  b) what   c) where  d) that 

 
6. We would have seen the African coast if we__________ to the top of the Rock. 

a)  would have climbed   b)  would climb  c) had climbed d)  climbed 



 

 

5. Write a composition (100-120 words) choosing ONE of the following topics. (3 marks) 

a. Describe a place you visited in your country. Why is it famous? What can you do there? 

Why people like going there? 

b. Online games can be addictive and dangerous. Do you agree? Give reasons to support 

your opinion.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

INSTRUCCIONES DE APLICACIÓN Y MATERIALES PERMITIDOS 

No se permite el uso de diccionarios, traductores o cualquier otro material de apoyo. 

El examen se califica sobre un total de 10 puntos. La puntuación parcial de cada una de las 

preguntas figura ente paréntesis al lado del cada enunciado. 

Pregunta 1 - La respuesta correcta consiste en indicar si la afirmación es TRUE o FALSE 

y en justificar la elección citando del texto, reproduciendo las palabras textuales entre co-

millas, aportando toda la información relevante sin excederse. Se otorgará un punto a cada 

frase, siempre que tanto la denotación de TRUE o FALSE (Verdadero o Falso) como su 

justificación sean correctas. La cita debe ser coherente. En el caso de que la justificación 

sea excesiva o escasa, se podrá otorgar medio punto por frase. No puntuarán aquellas 

respuestas en las que la denotación de TRUE o FALSE (Verdadero o Falso) no vaya acom-

pañada de su correspondiente justificación o ésta sea incorrecta. 

Pregunta 2 - La respuesta correcta consiste en expresar la información que aparece en el 

texto pero con sus propias palabras sin copiar del texto e incluyendo toda la información 

relevante. Se valorará tanto el aspecto formal como la adecuación de cada respuesta a la 

cuestión formulada. Se otorgará un punto a cada respuesta correcta. En todo caso, se pe-

nalizará la reproducción fiel del texto, otorgando a cada frase 0,25. Si la reproducción es 

parcial se otorgará 0,5 por frase. 

Pregunta 3 - A cada respuesta correcta se le otorgarán 0,25 puntos. No puntuarán las 

respuestas que incluyan varias opciones como posibles respuestas aunque entre ellas se 

encuentre la correcta. 

Pregunta 4 - A cada respuesta correcta se le otorgarán 0,25 puntos. No puntuarán las 

respuestas que incluyan varias opciones como posibles respuestas aunque entre ellas se 

encuentre la correcta. 

Pregunta 5 - Se observará, en primer lugar, que el aspirante se atiene en su escrito al tema 

y extensión propuestos y se valorará su capacidad comunicativa en inglés, el uso correcto 

de las estructuras gramaticales (se penalizarán los errores ortográficos y la falta de cohe-

rencia sintáctica), el vocabulario adecuado y preciso (se penalizarán los usos impropios e 

imprecisos de las palabras) y el orden y coherencia en la exposición, el uso de párrafos y 

la creatividad. Se podrá penalizar la falta de orden y limpieza con hasta 1 punto. No se 

permite la reproducción literal y continuada de fragmentos del texto inicial. 

 

 


